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Arts round-up
What’s happening and what’s making news in the Scottish arts scene. 
By Lynn Gilmour

Making the headlines

The imMEDIAte NEWS project, run by Media Education,
is designed to help individuals create positive change for
themselves and their communities by making their own
short films and getting the right people to see them. 

Stella, aged 11, from Dalry Primary School, Edinburgh
decided to take part after meeting Media Education at
Gorgie Dalry Gala Day with her mum. 

Stella, who makes animations with her friend Holly,
wanted to talk about why schools should include
animation as a core medium: “I like animation because it’s
a way to express myself and I think if you bring it into
schools it’s just another way to become creative.” 

The film was a powerful resource to share with those
with influence in her own life, and Stella was able to
confidently present it to her school: “I talked to some of
my teachers about getting some animation classes and
they said yes!”

Stella is now going to be running a three-week
masterclass supported by Media Education expertise.
“Stella offering an animation masterclass is going to really
open it up to the whole school,” said her headteacher,
Grant Gillies. “Normally we’ve only got adults for our
masterclasses so it’s really ground-breaking that we are
starting to use pupils as tutors. There are loads of children
showing an interest who had never known anything
about animation in the past, or its potential. It’s really

Activity corner

If your creative little ones are looking for inspiration, the National
Galleries of Scotland have regular free activities and weekend
workshops for all ages; from Portrait Detectives to Storytelling
and Family Trails, there’s something for everyone.
Find out more at www.nationalgalleries.org/education/regular-free-
activities/

Art of the matter

In the west of the country, Glasgow 
School of Art’s Department of Continuing
Education offers a variety of courses for
children aged 7-15. Courses are based
around hands-on learning and children are
encouraged to experiment in a variety of
materials with activities designed to
stimulate lateral thinking and creativity in 
a relaxed and supportive environment. 
As well as the core drawing and painting
courses, they also offer courses in more
specialist areas including black and white
photography and printed textiles for older
students, and creature sculpture for 
younger ones.

Find out more at
www.gsa.ac.uk/study/short-
courses/childrens-courses/

good for children to think about the ways that they learn
and then presenting their learning to other people.”

“The whole idea of critical literacy where a child
considers what’s important to them, rationalises it in their
own head, processes it and then decides which parts of it
they want to highlight in a film and then presenting that is
absolutely essential.”

Abi, a professional animator from Media Education, said: “It
was great to see Stella use animation as a vehicle to talk
from her own perspective and to see the impact of taking
the initiative. That’s what imMEDIAte NEWS is all about”.

Media Education is looking at ways to work with more
people on the imMEDIAte NEWS project and to form
partnerships to enable this. Find out more at
www.immediatenews.co.uk

ARTSIN MY OWN WORDS

Participants at the Year of Young People discussion day in Glasgow
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